Uino Mudindo.
Speaking exclusively to Standard

tion first by Fhillip Svosve, he said.
“He was my father's close friend and

His eldest chila fendal 15 3150 & mu-
sician.

Davitah Chimombe
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environment

with Kennedy Nyavaya

CALLOUSED palms, unkempt halr and a
dusty outht characterises a towering yet
soft-spoken middle-aged man in Hop-
ley, some 15km from Harare's city cent-
er,

At noon, 48-year-old Thomas Musan-
du sits to catch a breather from his tax-
ing occupation of moulding clay bricks
for sale in his backyard.

Reclining on a pile of blocks of bricks
outside his two-roomed house, the fa-
ther of six watches three of his toddler
sons playfully devour their lunch —
thick corn porridge (sadza) and green
vegetable relish.

‘I have no stipulated time of work
so | work any time of the day and | rest
whenever | feel like | am tired,” says Mu-
sandu.

The Intermittent breaks in between
this hard labour, that has seen him pro-
duce an average of 600 bricks in four
days, are necessary time to either catch
up with family or tum on the stereo to
keep abreast with national current af-
fairs.

However, on this particular day, the
latter is proving hard to achieve as the
absence of the sun makes it impossi-
ble for his cheap 50-watt solar panel
to charge the second-hand motorcycle
battery used for storage.

“We bought this panel from people,
whao sell them around and we use it to
power the radio, charge phones as well
as lighting up the house at night, but
when there is no sun like this all of that
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becomes impossible” he said.

Had he been using the genuine prod-
ucts to harness as well as store solar
power, he could have been able to use
the surplus from yesterday to stay at the
top of the energy woes bedevilling the
peri-urban neighbourhood.

Estimated to camry over 40 000 resi-
dents, the community Is yet to be con-
nected to the national electricity grid
since establishment in 2005, a situation
that has left residents with no option
but to pursue alternative power sourc-
es,

While wood fuel is popular for cook-
ing and heating in winter, most are us-
ing solar to power several household
devices and keep their households lit at
night.

United Mations research points at
13% of the global population still lack-
ing access to electricity while three bil-
lion pecple are said to rely on unsus-
tainable sources like wood, coal, char-
coal or animal waste for cooking and
heating,

In Zimbabwe, close to 60% from a
population of 14 million is not on the
national grid at a time the country's
power utility Zimbabwe Electricity Sup-
ply Authority (Zesa) has been failing to
meet the daily demand of 2 300 mega-
watts (MW) resulting In load-shedding.

Last year Zesa's generation capac-
ity dramatically fell to below B20MW,
against dally peak production of 1
GO0MW in winter and 1 400MW in sum-

mer after water levels at Kariba hydro-
power station dropped significantly
due to successive droughts,

Faced with a severe energy deficit,
there have been urgent calls to adopt
lasting solutions with expansion of
coal production emerging on one hand
while a rapid clean energy transition
plan is raised on the other.

Earlier this year the country launched
the National Renewable Energy Policy
(MREP) which suggests that clean ener-
gy alone, in the form of solar, hydro, bi-
omass, geothermal and wind, If imple-
mented has the potential of satisfying
the local demand and leaving a surplus.

"We should be motivated to lobby for
a clean energy transition because we
have all felt the impacts of green house
gas emissions in the atmosphere, which
has contributed to global warming re-
sulting in a climate emergency,’ says cli-
mate activist Elizabeth Gulugulu.

"By lobbying for clean energy we are
simply saying we can still develop but in
a maoare sustainable manner for healthy
lives and a healthy planet.”

Cyclones, heat waves and droughts
among other effects of climate change
have become common features in the
landlocked southern African country in
recent years.

According to Guluguluy, slow imple-
mentation of policies like the NREP
could further exacerbate an already dire
situation where trees are fast vanishing
as a result of over 70% of populations in
rural and peri-urban areas not having
access to electricity.

"This has led to massive land degra-
dation through deforestation because it
is what people can afford although we
all know the importance of trees (as car-
bon sinks) in our ecosystem,” she said.
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~  Musandu’s solar panel-
powered house

True to her sentiments, Zimbabwe
has reportedly been losing more than
330 000 hectares of forest (over 60 mil-
lion trees) annually because of depend-
ence on unclean sources like wood and
charcoal for cocking and heating.

Renewable energy expert in gov-
ernment’s Climate Change Manage-
ment Department Lawrence Mashungu
welghed in saying:

"The issue of preserving our forests |s
everyone'’s responsibility as much as it s
the government's mandate to protect
and provide awareness about the Im-
portance of our trees.”

However, the government has been
setting a somewhat contradictory exam-
ple in the energy sector by vehemently
pursuing thermal power, with President
Emmerson Mnangagwa recently com-
missioning new coal mines and announc-
INg an expansion roadmap towards gen-
erating and exporting surplus.

"The angoing coal mining projects in
Hwange District will ultimately translate
into an Increased national generation
capacity of over &6 000MW by 2025 and

- The Standard

this will see Zimbabwe becoming a net
exporter of energy works,” said Mnan-
gagwa.

This comes against the backdrop of
the country's Paris Agreement ratifica-
tion in 2017, pledging to reduce emis-
sions per capita by 33%, come 2030,

“If you look at our projections, the tar-
gets specify that the reductions are in
relation to what we could have been us-
ing then if it was business as usual” says
Mashungu.

“Our phasing-out of coal will follow
some structure, but we are within our
targets as we will be then. Our emission
reduction is not absolute because we
are still energy-poor and need more en-
ergy to deal with the defcit.”

But, with the world already fac-
ing a sad reality of becoming 2°C hot-
ter by 2050 when the initial target was
to keep temperatures below 15°C by
then, some climate-conscious countries
— particularly in Europe — are revising
their pledges towards reducing emis-
sions further.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 59
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man health during the Covid-19 out-
break.

He said they want to put in mecha-
nisms that ensure good and regularly
applied Wash and waste management

G TR UL B T i e aliady O WU Laady
see, we have donated buckets, deter-
gents and other necessities meant to
promote hygiene.

Chadoka said the programme was
inclusive taking into consideration

TTATLICE Ll Wdsdl ARGl T iy ab sy
the country, notably the US538 000
water pipeline project in Chiwenga
ward in Muzarabani, among many oth-
er provisions of safe water, sanitation
and hygiene programmes.

FPELRL L, 33 E A 20 ALl Sl LUl 2 LEG BFLLT
ject in Hopley and seven other dis-
fricts across the country,

“The Wash (water, sanitation
and hygiene) project launched
here today is part of a broader

A& F pmdlddi. LFUALEY UL Al odinidlinl. Al
alition and our UN agencies.”
Unicel has continued to in-
crease access to water by driiling
new boreholes and rehabilitating
meffective ones both In urban and
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Kunzwana works with its membership across the country, training in skills and supporting entrepreneurship.

programme aimed at promoting

Kunzwana reaches out to marginalised women

BY LOWEN MUTAMBARA

LOCAL non-govermnmmen
tal organisation Kunzwana
Women's Association has
come up with a cocktall of
strategies aimed at empow
ering women, particularly
those In marginalised com
munities.

A large chunk of wom-
én live in rural areas where
they have limited livelihood
options or capacities, leav-
ing them vulnerable.

Rural women also suf-
fer from lack of access to
healthcare services, and the
overall denial of their sexu-
al, reproductive and mater-
nal health rights,

It i against this back-
ground that HKunzwana
Women's Association has
come up with a number
of initiatives aimed at em-
powering woméen while at
the same time promoting
their participation and that
of youths in economic ac-
Tovithes.

Tamary Mandivava, the
association’s executive di
rector, told Srandard Style
that her organisation was
creating platforms focused
On advancing women.

“Women are in the ma
jority, especially in rural ar-
eas yet are excluded in eco-
nomic activities. They are
found in subsistence, infor-
mal and micro-economic
activities, resulting in mea
gre vields and perpetuat-
ing the poverty cyde,” said
Mandivava.

Kunzwana Women's As
soclation was founded in
1995 and it's headquartered
in Harare’s Hillside area.

The association has
helped thousands of wom-
&n through income-gener
ating projects and capacity-
bullding programmes

Income-generating pro-
jects include basketry, tai-
loning, gardening and poul
try, among a host of other
sustainable projects.

"Our vision is fo equlp
WO, children and
youths residing in farm
ing areas, adjacent resettle
ment areas and nearby wil
lages with practical surviv-
al skills for improved stand-
ards of living so that they
enjoy equal status and ben

NewsDay : 1971

eft from developmental process-

&5 with full control of their rights,”

sald Mandivava,

the said her association at
timas would take finished prod:
ucts and sell them on the behalf
of the women.

However, Mandivava be

2lrevor .

moaned the advent of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, saying It had de-
railed some of the programmes.
“Most of our programmes were
disrupted by Covid-19, Due to the
pandemic, there was no distribu
tion of contraceptives, and access
o HIV medication by people liv

L}

ing with HIV was problematic,
she said.

“Despite the pandemic, Kun-
zwana convened two workshops
in leadership and decision-mak
tng meant to ensure women and
youths issues were prioritised in
the wake of the pandemic”

Dr Douglas Mamvura

Founder, Disruptive Technologies Africa

rural areas.
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Back home, ventures in ther-
mal power at this moment may
be misplaced and out of sync with
reality demands as it takes dec-
ades to return heavy capital in-
vestment on coal, a leading emit-
ter globally.

Experts say that without cor-
ruption and siow-paced impie-
mentation of BE polices, a swift
energy transition would cease to
be & distant dreaam,

Resources must be chan-
nelled to community develop-
ment through “investing into re-
newable energy solutions which
include blogas, solar and hydro-
power’, says Gulugulu.

“The country needs investors
that put sustainability at the core
of all projects. By so doing we
will be killing two birds with one
stone which Is providing energy
A% a basic human right. unlocking
green jobs for young people who
are 60% of our population

“This will create robust and re-
silient communities that are capa-
ble of mitigating and adapting to
the effects of climate change”

Another route would be capac-

itating clean energy independent
power producers (IPPs] and offer-
ing thiem support to extend their
operations and support govern-
ment projects.

IPPs are privately sponsored
power projects that are devel-
oped, constructed and operated,
and have long-term power pur-
chase agreements (PPAS) with the
national power utility,

As of August 30 last year, more
than 40 IPPs had been fssued
power generation licences al-
though only nine of those had
their projects completed by then,
signalling that more investment is
necded.

Litimatety, citizens lke Musan-
da are desperate for a lasting so-
lution 1o their daily energy def
ciences and without that, perhaps
they may have to sire more chil-
dren to fill the entertainment void
that comes with taking a rest.

@ This story is the last install-
ment of a series titled How a
botched energy transition is
working against climate change-
prone Zimbabwe, a project be-
ing supported by Africa 21.
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Info: email Marble Manatsa, mmanatsa@alphamedia.co.zw
Direct Line : (+263) 242 780225

YouTube.com/c/InConversationWithTrevor
#inConversationWithTrevor
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