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The SMEP Programme

The theme of plastic Pollution

Industrial pollution

Impacts on water 



Plastic pollution 
4 impacts in the oceans

Plastic and chemical pollution 
(land-based)

Food system

Marine fauna and flora

Oceans Economy

• About 8-12 million tons of plastic end up in the ocean (about 3-
6% of annual plastic production)

• Six patches of ocean + hidden pollution
• Toxic chemicals such as phthalates, flame retardants and 

bisphenol-A
•

• About 51 trillion microplastic particles are found in the oceans
• Ingestion of microplastics by edible fish and other species

• More than 640,000 tons of abandoned fishing nets are on the 
ocean

• Ghost fishing gear poses a threat to mammals, turtles and 
seabirds through ingestion, suffocation and entanglement. 

• Damage caused by plastic waste: 
• Aesthetic/Usage Value of Coastal Tourism and Sport Fishing 

Destinations 
• Shipping, ports and coastal infrastructure
• It is more expensive to clean than to prevent
• 91% of consumers say they are concerned about plastic waste 

issues (UNEP, 2020)



PLASTICS - Post-UNEA 5.2: The road to 2024 towards a UN treaty to tackle 
plastic pollution and marine litter

Key elements:

An intergovernmental negotiating committee, starting in 2022 and to be completed by the end of 2024

An internationally legally binding instrument to end plastic pollution, including in the marine environment

An agreement to establish a scientific and policy panel on chemicals and waste and to prevent pollution

A wide range of approaches, sustainable alternatives and technologies to address the full life cycle of 
plastics, including the circular economy

Alternatives / "best plastics": bioplastics, biodegradable plastics

Substitutes: Natural, mineral, marine and waste-based materials (June, aluminum, clay, glass, hemp, etc.) 

The Solution: Combination of Alternatives + Substitutes + Best Design (Less Plastic Consumption) + Better 

Management of Plastic Waste (Services)



PLASTICS - Where most of the value is wasted...
Focus on single-use plastics (SUP) and promote material substitutes

UNCTAD (2022) Substitutes for 
Single-Use Plastics in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and South Asia



Promoting Plastic Substitutes – Illustrative HS codes list



PLASTICS –HS codes



Source: SMEP 
Country Case Kenya

Life cycle assessment of 
plastic substitutes 

It is important to know 
that what replaces 

plastic can also have 
consequences on the 

environment and water!



5 millions de livres sterling (GBP) de soutien aux 
projets Source: Programme SMEP FCDO-CNUCED
Smeprogramme.org (Approvisionnement en 

plastique)



Industrial pollution – shadow of exports

UNCTAD (2021) The role of Exports 
in Manufacturing Pollution in Sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia



Industrial Pollution 
as a shadow of 
exports



Example of a tannery site – Leather production is highly polluting, 
producing large amounts of wastewater 





Manufacturing pollution 

• The circular economy in practice

• Bottom-up and top-down
• Bottom-up: Support demonstration projects, facilitate access to technologies, 

rework financial flows

• Top-down: Link with other projects (avoiding duplication in Official 
Development Assistance); Data transparency

https://smepprogramme.org/resources/dashb
oard-shows-environmental-impacts-of-
exports-from-african-and-south-asian-
countries/



SMEP – Upcoming activities in Sub Saharan Africa

• Plastic pollution training for East African Community governments 
(Kenya)

• Tanneries officials training on best practices (Kenya)

• Results of textiles & food and beverage calls imminent. 
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