Press Review

Nairobi workshop on water issues

January 30 to February2®23

Network of African Journalists
Secializedn Sustainable Development
and Climate Change

Background

The East African Journalists' Workshop on Water Issues in Africaganized by Africa2l and the
Water Diplomat with the support of Media for Environment, Science, Health and Agriculture
(MESHA), was held in Nairobi (and online) from January 30 to Fgt8ua023. International and

local experts came to enlighten us on various issues related to water resources in Africa and
particularly in East Africa. The panelists represented several institutions, such as the IPCC
(Intergovernmental Panel on ClimatedBlye), the Secretariat of the 9th World Water Forum, UNEP
(United Nations Environment Programme), Hldbitat (United Nations Human Settlements
Programme), IOM (International Organization for Migration) the ICRC (International Committee of
the Red CrossYNDP {he United Nations Development Programme), the FAO (Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nationshhe UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development), as well as the International Water Conventions of WNECEUN Economic
Conmission for Europe), among others.

Contest

In parallel to the workshop a journalistic competition was organized. The works for the competition
are marked with the symbol *.
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1000-1500- Estimated number of households in Ozi location in Tana
Delta.

126 ~Number of rice farmers in Ozi in 2019.

51,284 kilograms of unprocessed rice harvested in 2019 valued at Sh
3,076,983.

245- Number of rice farmers in 2020.

-79,625 kilograms of rice harvested in 2020 valued at Ksh 4,777,500, an
increase by Ksh 1.7 Million.

-Komboka, Saro, Daurado Precoce, Nericas, CSR 36 and 08FAN10- Rice
varieties that have been developed that can withstand brackish
conditions.
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@ No. of farmers @ Production (Kgs)

Kilogrammes(Kgs)
Number of farmers

Source: Tana River County, Nature Kenya « Credit:
Caroline Chebet

GC2NJ GKS LI ad 2yS &SINHIdNEOS RNDOREOASR BKGKIT A
AyiGa2 FENYAYI Ay mioK $I gTRISSr A200 (4 /S A/{SOMRB 2 G KSNJ
gFa YINNBR gA0K f201R28ya alg Y2NB FlINYSNER ©S
F @ AT FoALAGRIH 2NDO BKSISRay HiydBNIgt t & b2¢ga Ayid2z2 G§KSA
YSyelrQa ¢yl 5StiF tNR2SOG al yl 3ISN®»
hRSN} | RRSR GKFG Hnuwn Ffaz2 alg | NBdzSad F2N
AYONBI &S LINPRdzOa 2y o

Association Africa 21, C/o Maison Kultura, Ruesdgavoises 15120 Genéeve Suisse

http://www.africa21.org Email: info@africa21.org
Statut consultatif spécial auprésid® ECOS OC, e” a d @@ NUERObservateur a la CNUCERartenaire de

| 6Uni versit® de Gen ve ’


http://www.africa21.org/
mailto:info@africa21.org

LY HAamMdpZ U
G2GFt LINRO
PHCZdypod
LY HAHA Rdzhdpy A YRS YADAARKS Hnp FINYSNE KI NBS
dzRlyY LINPOS&aAy3d LINPRdAzZOSR ThpIZcup (Af23IANFYA O fc
2T YaK MPT YAfEtA2Y 6! {5 PMpIHpHO AYy I &SI N

S MHcy g1 NJSINEI NI WDSHET Sdry IINEOS &
1

H SR
d4SR NARAOS I'Y2dzyiSR (G2 pmMIuyn f 2

a
A

w R

wA OS LINPRdzOe 2y mig hi A RdAzZNAYy3 / 20AR
WA OS LINPRdzOa 2y AWONBEIRSEARARENIGY 3 SHAZNFB NHA X 27| |
Ffad2 AYONBIFIASR FTNRBY MHC AY Hamd G2 HOT AY HAOt

@ Rice Value In (Shs) (f Harvested Rice In (Kgs) @ Processed Rice In (KGs)

Kgs
Shillings

Source: NATURE KENYA, MPOZI FARMERS « DATA FROM 2019-2020
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The seawater from the ocean is too saline
and when the levels of freshwater in the
river Tana are low, the seawater flows easily

along the river and into the farms.
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Seawater can intrude as far as 30 kilometers
into river Tana.
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The new rice varieties are not genetically

produced but are carefully selected by

experts over the years. Although the

varieties can withstand the brackish

conditions, some cannot withstand the

deeply saline conditions, which researchers

say they are still studying.
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It's now experiencing frequent floods, droughts, and unpredictable
rainfall in almost the entire islands.

A study conducted by the Office of the Second Vice President Zanzibar in
2019 shows that, large areas of Zanzibar (Unguja and Pemba) are low
lying and thus vulnerable to the consequence of variability in
temperature, rainfalls, and winds, which have imposed huge social-
economic burden to the community including failing in agricultural
activities.

Challenges of dry land and saltwater entering the fields which
deteriorated agriculture forced some farmers of KiungweKidogo in
Bumbwini Ward, led by women to neglect their farms, avoiding losses
that they use to get every time they cultivate.

Kiungwe Kidogo village leader, Amir Juma says in 2016 only 20% of
women were engaged in agriculture from 1000 women registered as
farmers, but by 2020 they had increased to 30 percent and it’s all
because of the new technology.

"I believe this technology will bring women back to agriculture as they
have always been in the frontline in agriculture, but the challenge of
climate change is discouraging them,” explains Amir.

Some of the farmers in the village did not give up, they disturbed their
brain until hurt they came up with the technology of digging small wells
which were used to harvest and preserve rainwater and use them for
irrigation in vegetable farming such as tomatoes, spinach, watermelons
and cucumbers during which the rain does not show.

According to the village chairman, they were not taught about the
technology, it was their own idea on the way to find the solution to serve
their families from starving.

"We called on a meeting to discuss how we can fight the drought in our
farms, since relying on the rain alone was not enough in vegetable
farming, we tried this way and appropriate, then we use it so far," he
explains.
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Abdi Athumani, a farmer from the village, says they harvest rainwater to
use them for irrigation when the rains stop, but they start watering their
crops when it rains.

“Water we harvest helps us when the rains stop, because these crops
take three months to harvest and the rains fall for only one month or two
weeks, so start watering our crops when it rains, when it stops we
connect pumps to the well and start irrigation by using a generator,”
explains Athumani.

Zuena Makame a watermelon farmer in the village is one of the women
who fled her farm due to the drought but came back after seeing that
well technology is helping in the fields.

"I stopped farming for two years after my crops dried up in, but in 2019
I decided to go back again after seeing that this method of storing water
in small wells helps in vegetable farming, now I am thankful the rigors of
life have decreased compared to when I was just sitting at home,” says
Zuena.

In one acre of cucumber that she used the new irrigation technology, the
mother of three earned 700,000/- which helps her pay for her son's fees
and pay bills.

Zan2|bar and development of irrigation projects
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Azali Juma Ali says it was difficult to get back to vegetable farming due to the loss she got from
the last cultivation, due to saltwater intrusion but well water storage technology restored his
dream of farming again.

"I saw my dream fade in agriculture and I completely gave up, but I thank my husband for
persuading me so far I see success even though the challenges are still there," says Azali.

Azali says during the two years he lived in agriculture he was running a small business such as
selling mangoes and shells whereby her husband who is a fisherman was taking care of the
family but now they are helping each other.

While Bahati Juma did not give up farming despite the challenges of drought and saltwater said
she supported the men's idea of digging small wells to harvest rainwater which she praised as
having changed crop growth on her farm.

“Before this technology were getting low harvest as expected because crops were not growing
well, so when the men came up with the idea of digging water storage wells we supported them,
we helped with small tasks while digging such as taking sand out of wells.

Thankfully we are now using the men's wells to water in our farms as well because we cannot
dig our own wells, now on the half-acre of watermelon farm I earn 600,000/- while before 1
was earning 400,000/ -, "explains Bahati.

Challenges

Despite the help they get from the wells technology, farmers complain that the technology is
poor and not compatible with the speed of irrigation of large farms.

"When it rains we dig small wells for water storage, and that is what we use for irrigation in the
fields, now it depends on the amount of water, if the fields are big you water finish when crops
still need them, so you end up getting loss," says AzaliJuma, a farmer in the village that.

The situation caused LailatuAbdi (50) to incur a loss of 400,000/- when water started to run out
when her cucumbers farm were in one and a half month instead of three.
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"This situation happened to me a year ago, it did not rain enough so this well did not harvest
enough water, I planted one hectare, when the crop came to the middle I saw that the water
would not be enough and I had to water only half of the farm and neglect the other half, " she
says bitterly.

Existing Strategies

Director of the Environment Department from the Second Vice President's Office in Zanzibar,
Farhat Mbarouk, says Zanzibar has received $1 million from the United Nations Framework
Agency for Climate Change (UNFCC) to help prevent the effects of climate change, 'Adaptation
Fund'.

"We have launched the adaptation fund project on January 13, this year, one the areas that will
be reached with the money to reduce the impact of climate change is Bimbwili and the
implementation will be done by the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock, Zanzibar,”
she says.

While the Irrigation Engineer from the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock,
Mohamed Mohammed explains that part of the money will be used to design rainwater
harvesting systems for irrigation in Bimbwili ward located in the village.

"We will build a 500-meter wall in Kiungwe Kidogo while in Mafufuni we will build a 400-meter
wall to prevent saltwater from entering the fields which will cost $152,900, we will also build an
irrigation system that will cost $46,000, plus greenhouse $ 29,000, water storage tank of
1,800,000 liters for irrigation that will cost $ 75,000, "he explains

He adds that $ 6200 will be used to provide education and increase awareness to local leaders
on the proper use of the infrastructure to be built, thus making the total amount to be $ 302,000
equivalent to 697.8m/-.

Fredrik Mulinda, Senior Environmental Officer of the National Environmental Management
Council (NEMC), who is the National Coordinator of the Adaptation Fund, says NEMC is proud of
the success of the project as it will revolutionize the economy in Zanzibar.

"Since we have launched the project, now the implementation is going to start immediately and
our job is to closely monitor the progress of the implementation, the goal is to see economic
activities hampered by climate change return to the line," says Mulinda.

FAO report on the role of women in Agricultural stare that women comprise just over 40 percent
of the agricultural labour force in the developing world, 50 percent of the agricultural labour
force in sub-Saharan Africa, an increase from about 45 percent in 1980.
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Murang'a County, Gatanga Sub County Weather by
Month

Murang'a county, Gatanga sub county in Kenya has two main
rainy seasons and two main dry seasons throughout the year.
During the dry months of January-February and July-September,
the water pans help farmers irrigate their farms.

Rainfall(mm)

Source: Climate:Murang'a @ InfoNile
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To read the articleclickhere: https://habitat.co.tz/2023/02/20/waterscarcityworsenssexual
violenceon-maasaiwomenrin-longido/
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Faith Nyasuguta (Kenya) ; Water resilience beyond a 1.5°c worfilan African
priority in the UN Water Conference ; Afta Equity Media, February 21, 2023.
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Dr. Boubacar Barry, Scientific Advisor to the Secretariat of the 9" World Water Forum in Dakar
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Farming along the dam banks, cutting down
of indigenous trees, and burning of shrubs
and charcoal along the dam have all
contributed to land depletion and the drying
up of the dam.
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