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Beatrice Philemon (Tanzania); Women in rural Tanzania advocate for

biogas training; The Guardian, May 01 2025.
To access the articte https://ippmedia.com/the-quardian/business/read/womein-rural-

tanzaniaadvocatefor-biogastraining-202505-01-114327

Tag:-.
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Women livestock keepers from Kiteto District in Manyara Region, farmers from Ngara District
in Kagera Region, and women from Mtwara Region are urging the government to seek experts

who can train communities on how to produce biogas from cow dung for domese.

They emphasize that while promoting gas as an alternative clean energy source for cooking is
important, it overlooks the reality that the majority of rural households are-ioeome earners

who struggle to afford gas refills.

Ngais Laizer, a member and advocate for women at KINNAPA, a union representing five
villages Kibaya, Njoronandaleta, Namelock, and Partimbo in Kiteto Distn@de this

statement last Friday during a discussion on 'Who is an Environmental Rights Defender?’


https://ippmedia.com/the-guardian/business/read/women-in-rural-tanzania-advocate-for-biogas-training-2025-05-01-114327
https://ippmedia.com/the-guardian/business/read/women-in-rural-tanzania-advocate-for-biogas-training-2025-05-01-114327
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organized by Women Action Towards Economic Development (WATED) with support from the
Women Fund Tanzania Trust (WFTT).

The event brought together women pastoralists from Simanjiro and Kiteto in Manyara Region,
as well as farmers and entrepreneurs from Ngara, Lindi, Mtwara, Kigoma, Mafia, and Karagwe

Districts.

Laizer believes that access to biogas energy in all five villages and surrounding areas would

empower women to engage in more economic activities.

Previously, women in Kibaya village spent significant time and energy walking up to 30
kilometers to collect firewood and water for their households. With readily available biogas,
they would have more time to focus on improving their livelihoods and dmuting to the local

economy.

In Kiteto district, while many women prefer using gas for cooking, they cite the high cost as a
major barrier. Many rural families, with limited income often dependent on harvest seasons or

livestock sales, cannot afford to purchase gas every two to fewksa:

Therefore, the women advocate for training citizens on how to produce biogas using the readily
available cow dung in their areas as a sustainable alternative energy source for cooking. In
pastoral regions, cow dung is abundant, making biogas productioiatdevand longerm

solution.

G2S 0StASPS GKIG ¢FyTFyAlr KFa KAIKE@ ljdzk £ AFA
adr SR 42S dzZNBS GKSY G2 @rarid oGattlr3asa I ON
production, instead of solely promoting gas, which many rural residentsatafford. This shift

g2dzZZ R | fa2 KStLI LINS@SYyd RSTF2NBadalaAazy OF dza SR
Furthermore, many women in the Kiteto district lack the knowledge to safely operate gas
cylinders for cooking. Consequently, many households have unused gas stoves simply because

the users haven't been taught how to operate them. Additionally, the orgénizadistributing

these stoves often fail to provide adequate user training.

Laizer stressed the importance of education on gas usage. She called on all stakeholders

involved in distributing gas cylinders to local communities to prioritize user education before
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distribution. Without proper training, she noted, gas cylinders in some areas have been

repurposed as stools instead of being used for cooking.

Judith Chitanda, a paralegal at the Need for Rightness Organization (NERIO) in Mtwara
Municipal Council, echoed these concerns. She reported that the high cost of gas has led to
many gas cylinders being used as traditional tHemged stools ("kigoda") ithe Mtwara

Municipal Council.

Chitanda explained that women who manage to buy gas once often cannot afford to repurchase

it due to the prohibitive price. They find the cost too high for their limibedigets.

Currently, the price of gas is 23,000 Tanzanian shillings, and the women suggest it should be
priced at around 15,000 shillings to be more accessible. They also raised concerns about the
guantity of gas in some cylinders, suggesting that some may notlloa fare quickly depleted,

raising questions about potential underfilling.

Jane Athanas, a farmer from Nakatunga Village in Ngara District, Kagera Region, also voiced her
O2YYdzyAliéeda ySSR F2NJ oA231 & SELSNIA&ASD a28 Ay
to produce biogas from cow dung and even human feces as amaiiee, clean energy source

F2N) O221Ay3Az¢é aKS alAR®

G22YSy FFNBX SIF3ISNI 42 €SIENYy |yR FTNBIljdSSyidfte I aj
abundance of cow dung in our area, and now is the opportune time for Tanzanian experts in

GKAA FASER (2 dziAfAT S GKSANI alAdta G2 LINRPY2{S

She believes that promoting biogas will significantly benefit rural communities that currently
rely heavily on fuelwood and charcoal for cooking, thereby contributing to the prevention of

deforestation and environmental degradation across the country.
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7:7/AFRICA

Lenah Bosibori(Kenya) N 01T 7T O $1 AOi AT OAOETT 006000 +
Heritage at Risk ; Talk Africa, May 1, 2025.
To access to the adie: https://www.talkafrica.co.ke/poordocumentationputs-kenyas

culturatheritageat-risk/

Tag: -.

bFANROAS YSyelyY YSyeéelQa KSNRARGFIS aA0GSazx FTNRY
DSRS wdziyasz (Stf LI2gSNFdA &d0G2NARSE | 62dzi GKS
rich traditions. However, rather than being welleserved, manyfathese treasures are quietly

disappearing due to poor recotkkeping and mismanagement.


https://www.talkafrica.co.ke/poor-documentation-puts-kenyas-cultural-heritage-at-risk/
https://www.talkafrica.co.ke/poor-documentation-puts-kenyas-cultural-heritage-at-risk/
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Il OO2NRAY3I (G2 GKS wHnun ! dzZRAG2NI DSYSNIf Qa wSLJk
heritage sites, namely Jumba la Mtwana, Rabai, Swabhili House, German Post, and Mnarani in

Kenya, have no inventory records at all.

According to the report, the five are manually stored in a manner that prevents the specific
collections and their conditions within the site from being determined. Consequently, they may
not be conserved. In the event of loss of collections due to theftamdalism, it may not be

possible to determine which specific object has been lost or stolen. It is also challenging to

determine which fossils and objects have been excavated at the site.

¢KS NBLER2NIZ GAGESR at SNF2NXIyOS ! dzZRAG wSLI2 NI
adzaSdzya 2F YSyelésx gFNya GKFG Yirye |NIAFEON
documentation, or are at risk of being stolen or sold without a trace.

GLY GKS F10aSyO0S 2F Ay@Syi2NE NBIAAGSNAI (GKS
RSGSNX¥AYSR>Z¢ GKS NBLER2NLI aleéead aLy OFasS 27F 2
AGSY 6Syil YAaaay3aog

Despite the lack of records, they still drew over 22,000 visitors in 2023. Jumba alone welcomed

more than 17,000 guests. But without proper records, these visits may be dwindling as time

goes by, according to the Annual Tourism SeBtrformance Report Z

Some museumdike Lamu and Fort Jesus, have partial records. Others, like Kisumu Museum,
R2y Qi aK2g B6KSNBE 2025004 INB t20FGSR 2N gKI
without any details.

At Fort Jesus, for instance, loan forms fail to show if borrowed artifacts were ever returned. In

a recent interview with a local radio station, Ummi Bashir, Principal Secretary at the State
Department for Culture and Heritage, said that some artifactsenwtaken as punishment for

resisting colonial rule.

G2SQ@S 6SSy GNBAY3 (2 OoNARYy3I GKSY o
32OSNYYSYy(d GKIFIG KSEtLISR dza GNI OS a2YS 2F GKSYc«

O
—
™M
™M~
Q.
O\

G2S OFrYS (2 TFAYR 2dz20 GKIFG 6S KIF @S Of 2
Ydza Sdzyda Ay &aS@Sy O2dzyiNAS& FyR I f
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Sites like the Gede Ruins and Lamu Fort are slowly deteriorating. Only 3 out of 30 major
Ydza Sdzvya KI @S RAIAGAT SR GKSANI O2fttSOlAz2yad 2A
what remains or what has already been lost.

YSyel Qa ¢Sk R20dzySyidl GdAz2y KIFIa 2LISYySR (KS R2
ending up in private collections or foreign museums. The country is still trying to recover over
30,000 items taken during colonial times, when many were removétbwi consent or under

shady circumstances.

G¢KS OKIffSy3aS Aa GKFIG F2NBAIYy fFga LINRBGS
GKEGQEa 2dNBEZE . FaKAN) SELX FAYSR® C2NJ SEIl YLI S

return of items once they are in British possession.

Kenya's Visitor Statistics to Museums and Heritage Sites
in 2023

Nairobi National Museum & Snake Park led with the highest numbers of visitors in 2023
followed by Kisumu Museum.

Mairobi National Museum & Snake Park
Kisumu Museum 198,164
Fort Jesus Museum 187,706

Kitale Museum 06,823
Gedi 80,816
Meru Museum 49,475
Karen Bixen Museum 42,274
Malindi Museum I 57250
Hvrax Hill Museum - 19,539
Kapenguria Museum | REEA
Kabarnet Museum . 18,792
Jumba La Mitwana Il 17460
Kariandusi Prehistoric Site I 8,086
Nairobi Gallerv 7223
Lamu Fort | 5501
Kilifi Mnarani | 3456
Olergesaillie Prehistoric Site I 3,043
Lamu Museum | 2822
Rabai Museum | 2707
Swahili House | 1638
Maralal Site Museum | 0982
Takwa Ruins | 719
German post |210

Marok Museum | 191

The high traffic at the Nairobi National Museum can be attributed to its central location, diverse exhibits, and
accessibility

Chart: By Lenah Bosibori - Get the data - Created with Datawrapper

10
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On the other hand, the National Museums and Heritage Act (2016) sets out provisions for

borrowing and lending national artifacts, requiring formal agreements detailing the terms of
loan, protection, and return of the objects.

It also introduces a requirement for the Ministry of Culture and Heritage to issue licenses for
artifacts leaving the country.

Wambugu Githaiga, Secretary General of the Mau Mau Governing Council of Kenya, says that
GKSY GKS O2ft2yAlftArada tSTaG YSyel s tdikehidngd 221 )
SaaSydAlt LASOSa adzOK | a { I Y2 SidalQrstruikiedts RE | y OA
once united communities.

G2S INB NBljdzSadAyd GKFIG GKS&AS I NIATFEFEOG&Aa 0SS NI
where we have come from and where we are headed. It is important for our people to take
LINARS AYy 2dzNJ KSNAGF3ASZ¢é¢ KS alFAR®D

DAGKIAZLF Ffa2 SELINB&EASR O2yOSNY lo2dzi GKS Odzn
corruption, poor documentation, and the mismanagement of museums as significant

challenges.
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Wambugu Githaiga, Secretary General of the Mau Mau Governing Council of Kenyaduring an interview/ Fridah

Okachi.
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Galye GKAy3a G§KI G aaiRaaA soigs sizag diriagdsigkt amdaing A 1 S
aSlazyaz OFly y2 f2y3SNI 0SS F2dzyR Ay 2dzNJ Ydza Sdz
knocking on the doors of the former colonial powers to demand the return of our artifacts. If

we getachancetowork 2 ISGKSNI Ay dzyAdex 6S OFy NBO2ISNI

I OO2NRAY3I (G2 NBLR2NIA&AZ DSNXIyeQa 2SSt d1dZ G§ddzNBy
.dzii gAGK2dzi Of SF NI NBO2NR&a FNRY YSyeélQa &aAaARS:
the country was ever compensated.

According to Bashir, some of these artifacts were taken away as punitive measures to punish
YSyelya F2N) 2062S00GAy3 (2 GKS O2ft2yAlf NBIAYS
most important things to me as a community, | tend to bend and oblgea country, we have

0SSy GUNBAY3I (G2 NBOfIFIAY (KSasS laaSiazé . FakKaAN
According to the International Inventories Programme (lIP), the Kenyan objects held by 30
institutions across seven countries represent data about cultural artifacts that were presumably

taken from Kenya. This subtraction has profound impacts on the cdu@tda Odzt (i dzNJ f =

and personal histories.

Because IIP is a partnership effort, the emotional responses and historical perspectives vary,
ranging from those of the National Museums of Kenya, a state institution, to those of European

partners who may relate to the data as descendants of colonialepew

Yet, there are no clear records of how these exchanges occurred. The process of acquiring the
data was marked by digital negotiations and cordial interactions, which often masked the

darker history they represent.

The resulting database exposes troubling inconsistencies. Some museums refused to share any

data, while one submitted records with crude deletions of provenance information.

LY HnAnuHmME GKS blaGA2ylf adzaSdzya 2F YSyeél O6bayvYo
collaboration between Kenyan and European institutions initiated by the IIP, a collective of

researchers, artists, and museum professionals.

12
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It used empty glass cases to show just how much has been lost. While this raised awareness,
little progress has been made in actually recovering stolen items because foreign laws protect

these museums, according to Bashir.

The National Museums and Heritage Act of 2006 requires proper rd@mging, but weak
SYT2NOSYSyid KIFa Ftt26SR YSyel Qa OdzZ Gdz2NI £ 4S|

Meanwhile, tourism is growing. Kenya recorded 1.1 million visitors to museums and heritage
sites in 2023, representing a 30 per cent increase from the previous year. But even with more
visitors, revenue dropped by 8 per cent. Why? Fewer foreign touristals, who pay lower

rates, now make up the majority of visitors ( Annual Tourism Sd¥oformance Report 2023).

In 2024, international arrivals rose to 2.4 million, earning the country Kshs. 452.20 billion, a 20
per cent increase from the previous year. Heritage visits were the main reason for travel,

making up 44 per cent of visits.

But despite this interest, most of our cultural assets remain vulnerable. Digitization is slow, with

only three out of 30 museums being fully digitized. Most still rely on handwritten records,
making it easy for artifacts to go missing without a trace.

YSyel Qa YdzaSdzra KIFI @S a2YS LRftAOASAE FyR YSOKI
National Museums and Heritage Act (2006). These include registration of heritage items,
permits for excavations, and internal record systems. NMK is also digitizingOD8@eritage

pieces and 450,000 records.

However, tracing artifacts is still weak due to incomplete digitization and outdated inventory
tools, limited staff and funding for heritage management, poor enforcement of heritage
protection laws, low prioritization of cultural heritage in policy, andklaf coordination

between customs, police, and the NMK.

w228 0S YAyeélyeadaAs I YIYylF3aISNI G baYs adrasSa GKiI
O2YLJ SGSs (GKSaS NBO2NRa gAff 0S 2Ly (G2 GKS I
The slow pace is blamed on a lack of funding, poor planning, and limited technicahkmow

The gap between Fort Jesus and the Malindi Museum highlights the significance of this matter.

13
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Malindi keeps careful records, tracking when items are loaned out, when they are returned,
FYR GKSANI O2yRAUGAZ2Y D C2NI WwWSadza R2SayQio

Even worse, some historic pieces like cannons and cart rails at Fort Jesus are left exposed to the
St SySyitaod Ly O2yiNraidz alfAYyRAQaE AGSYA I NB 0

The Cost of Neglect

¢KS HnHn ! dZRA G2 NI DSy S Niiptcdl. Kenya & lai2idkIof lodirfg Artfdc® 06 S |
and the stories, memories, and pride they carry. These are more than just museumtpieces

they are a part of who we are.

Government programs are underway. Under the Bottim Economic Transformation Agenda,

Kenya plans to:

Fasttrack cultural bills;
Train 6,000 women in beadwork through the Ushanga Kenya Initiative;

1
1
9 Build a Ushanga Mall in Narok.

1 Digitize 180,000 heritage pieces and 450,000 records.

YSyel Qa tNRIAINBLaa 2y /[ dz GdzNIF £ | SNRAGF3IS | yR 903

Over 100 women in Kajiado underwent training in March 2025 to commercialize traditional

beadwork, aiming to turn cultural skills into sustainable income sources.

A dedicated digital platform known as ushangakenya.co.ke has been set up, enabling artisans

to sell beadwork locally and internationally, reducing reliance on middlemen.

Financial support for the initiative rose significantly from KSh 38.6 million in 2021 to KSh 95.9
YAfTETA2Y AY HAnHoX | OO2NRAY3I (2 YSyelQa blaAz2yl

Legislative Push

Plans are underway to convert Ushanga into a state corporation, which will offer legal
LINPGSOGAZ2Y F2NJ FNOAaAlFyaQ AyaSttSOGdzr £ LINE LIS NI

Ummi Bashir says the state is also training youth champions in the counties to document

Odzt GdzNF £ LIN» OGAOSad a2S gl yd 2dzNJ Odzf GdzNBa G2

14
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But without better documentation, strong policies, and support from international partners,
YSyelrQa KSNAGFAS gAtft O2yiAydzS (2 &f AL) (KNP dZ

G2S FTNB GNBAY3 G2 3SG GKS . NANGAAK adzaSdzy ! O
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other day | was in Britain and we were trying to get some documents frenatthives and we

saw many things that had been erased or covered to make it look like the British did not do

certain things prehistorically in Kenya.
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G MONGABAY

Rivonala Razafison (Madagascar) ; Madagascar sollicite la France pour

son acces au Fonds vert pour le climat ; Mongabay, 2 Mai 2025.
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SIPP NCdia

Beatrice Philemon (Tanzania) ; Tanzania weighing new policy to

mandate human rights, environmental due diligence ; The Guardian,

May 2, 2025.
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Rabah Karali (Algérie) ; Colloque international sur les enjeux de la mise
en tourisme : plaidoirie pour une stratégie durable ; Ebourse, 5 mai

2025.
¢ | Yap

H De notre envoyé spécial

a Tizi ouzou, Rabah Karali
e colloque international hy-
I bride du 04-05 mai 2025 a
'Universit¢ Mouloud Mam-
meri de Tizi-Ouzou, a aborde les en-
jeux de la mise en tourisme et de la
patrimonialisation face a l'impératif
de la digitalisation et de 1'attractivité
territoriale. L'impact économique du
tourisme sur le développement d'un
pays est un sujet de recherche récur-
rent. En effet, I'activité touristique est
reconnue pour son role dans la créa-
tion de valeurs ajoutées et la stimu-
lation de la croissance économique,

tant au niveau local que national.
Dans leurs interventions s agissant
de la séance inaugurale du colloque,
les organisateurs comme les invites
ont mis l'accent sur la pertinence de
la thématique a débattre lors de la
rencontre laquelle a regroupe une
pléiade de responsables d'institutions
officielles et d'enseignants et experts
universitaires d une vingtaine de wi-
laya du pays ainsi que de 1'étranger.
Ceci dit, la Présidente du comité
scientifique Madame Dr.SMADI
Amina lors de sa prise de parole a
tenu a mettre en relief le caractére
stratégique de cette réflexion concer-
nant le théme en question. De son
cote, Madame Fenineche Khadra Di-
rectrice des systéemes d'information
et des statistiques représentante de
Madame la ministre du tourisme et
de l'artisanat a de son cote rappelé€ les
efforts entrepris par la tutelle du sec-
teur dans le domaine notamment de
la digitalisation citant au passage les

diverses plateformes numériques de
gestion et suivi des zones, sites et in-
frastructures touristiques, qui ont
d'ailleurs été réalisées dans le cadre
du programme de travail du ministre.
En outre une plateforme numérique
dédiée aux artisans a €té lancée dans
un but de promotion le patrimoine
national et du produit artisanal. Pour
revenir aux axes du collogue, ces
derniers se sont articules autour des
questions ayant un rapport indisso-
ciable avec le cadre conceptuel et
théorique de I'attractivité territoriale
de I'attractivité des destinations tou-
ristiques, de 1’essor des destinations
touristiques créatives a 1’ére du digi-
tal, de la mise en tourisme des res-
sources patrimoniales, des acteurs et
la gouvernance des processus de
mise en tourisme et de patrimoniali-
sation, le role du marketing digital
dans 'attractivité touristique et I'im-
pact de la digitalisation sur le proces-
sus de patrimonialisation, entre
autres.

Par ailleurs, dans le volet de de la
touristification et l'attractivité territo-
riale au Sahara algérien entre les en-
jeux et les défis, la communication
du Dr Smadi de 1'Université de Tizi
ouzou et son collegue Sarah
MAKKHLOUF de 1'Université de
Jijel, ces derniéres ont fait savoir qua
I'échelle mondiale, le processus de
touristification est de plus en plus lié
a la recherche d'attractivité territo-
riale, visant a attirer des visiteurs, des
investissements et des projets dura-
bles. Dans ce contexte mondial, I'Al-
gérie  dispose dun  potentiel
touristique important, notamment
dans sa vaste région saharienne.

Le Sahara algérien représente un ter-
ritoire aux atouts indéniables, mais
encore largement sous-exploité.

Par conséquent, face aux défis du dé-
veloppement territorial, il devient es-
sentiel d'examiner la dynamique de
la touristification au Sahara et de
comprendre comment I'Etat et les ac-
teurs locaux ceuvrent a la construc-
tion d'une attractivité territoriale
durable dans cette zone. Quant a Mo-
hamed Taabni de I'Université de Poi-
tiers en France, son intervention a
pris en charge la question de la digi-
talisation de la communication terri-
toriale pour 1’attractivité touristique
a amplifi€ et affiné les stratégies et
les moyens pour I'attractivité touris-
tique , car celle-ci n’a pas fait dispa-
raitre les moyens traditionnels de
cette démarche compte tenu de la di-
versité générationnelle des publics et
de leur degré de maitrise des outils
numeériques.

Selon les propos de l'intervenant les
algorithmes de 1'intelligence artifi-
cielle vont trés certainement ouvrir
de nouvelles voies pour 1’'améliora-
tion des contenus informationnels, la
réactivité et I'interactivité des plate-
formes et serveurs et du méme coup
la collecte des données. Toutefois a
la lumiére de ce qui a été entendu a
cette occasion, les questions des par-
ticipants ont repose essentiellement
sur les démarches entreprises par les
acteurs du tourisme en général dans
le but d'encourager et promouvoir le
tourisme en Algérie. Il s’agit d’ex-
plorer et d'exploiter les différentes fa-
cettes des efforts fournis par les
acteurs dans ldexercice de leur acti-
vités.
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Le Papyrus

Edem Dadzie (Togo) ; Neuf pays africains impactés par la suspension de
AirNow ; Le Papyrus, 7 mai 2025.
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; Call for grassroots education on waste

management and control ; The Guardian, May 7, 2025.
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By Beatrice Philemon

THERE is an urgent need to educate
communities across Tanzania, both
rural and urban on proper waste
sorting and management, as a pathway
to improved environmental protection
and alternative income generation.

This call was made by Fortunata
Manyeresa, executive director
of Tanga-based Tree of Hope
Organisation, during a recent forum
titled “Who is an Environmental
Rights Defender?” organised by
Women Action Towards Economic

Development (WATED), with support
from the Women Fund Tanzania Trust
(WFTT).

Manyeresa emphasised that when
communities understand how to
manage waste, especially sorting
plastic, solid, and hazardous waste
they not only safeguard their own
health but also protect marine and
terrestrial ecosystems from pollution.

“Environmental defenders
must help people understand the
importance of sorting solid waste
and plastic residues,” she said. “This
protects our environment, the ocean,

and aquatic life-including the fish we
eat, which are increasingly exposed to
microplastics.”

The event brought together women
pastoralists from Simanjiro and Kiteto
in Manyara Region, along with farmers
and entrepreneurs from Ngara,
Lindi, Mtwara, Kigoma, Mafia, and
Karagwe districts, all of whom face
environmental challenges linked to
waste mismanagement and climate
change.

Manyeresa
broader
of proper

highlighted the
environmental  benefits
waste management,

including reducing air and water
pollution, conserving resources, and
preserving biodiversity. She urged the
government to invest in sustainable
waste management infrastructure,
including plastic recycling technology
and facilities for sorting and collection.

Beyond technical solutions, she
advocated for building grassroots
capacity through women’s coalitions
at village and ward levels. “There
is a need to form a strong women’s
coalition on climate issues. Together,

we can raise our voices and advocate
for policies that truly respond to
women's realities,” she said.

Such coalitions, she added, could
organise learning visits across regions
including Mafia, Zanzibar, Tanga,
Miwara, Ukerewe, Kagera, and Lindi
to exchange strategies and strengthen
their collective advocacy.

“If you are a feminist woman,
embrace your femininity as a source of
strength,” she urged. “Do not give up.
If you stand for justice, God will stand

with you.”

A 2021 report by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) estimates that at least 14
million tons of plastic end up in oceans
annually, primarily due to inadequate
waste management infrastructure.
Many countries, including Tanzania,
still lack essential systems such as
sanitary landfills, recycling capacity,
and circular economy frameworks,
resulting in plastic pollution in rivers
and seas.
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AFRICA
SCIENCE

Joseph Abuje (Kenya); Four sentenced over landmark illegal trafficking
of live garden ants; Africa Science News, May 8, 2025.
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Two Belgian citizens, a Vietnamese national and a Kenyan have been sentenced following

involvement in illegal wildlife trafficking.

The four traffickers Lornoy David and Seppe Lodewijcky from Belgium, Duh Hung of Vietnam
nationality and a Kenyan Dennis Nganga were found guilty hence convicted and sentenced at the

JKIA Law Courts for violating the Wildlife Conservation and Management Act.

The sentencing implies that Kenya has achieved a significant victory and made remarkable strides
in the fight against wildlife trafficking.

The accused were arrested on April 23, 2025, after attempting to traffic approximately 5,000 live
Messor cephalotes (Garden Ants)with an estimated street value of KSh 1.2 million without the

requisite permits. The ants, a critical species in maintaining soil health and ecosystem balance,
were intercepted by authorities at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA). The four pleaded

guilty to charges of illegal possession and trade of live wildlife trophies.

Senior Principal Magistrate Njeri Thuku delivered the verdict today, sentencing each offender to pay
a fine of KSh 1 million or serve 12 months in prison if defaulted. The Belgian nationals had been
held at the anti-Terror Police Unit facility, while the Vietnamese and Kenyan suspects were detained
at Langata Prison since their arrest.
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In her ruling, Magistrate Thuku emphasized the gravity of wildlife crimes, quoting Kenya’s national
anthem: Nchi yetu ya Kenya, tuwe tayari kuilinda” (“Our nation Kenya, let us be steadfast to protect
her"). She underscored the collective responsibility to safeguard Kenya's biodiversity, stating, No
species is too small to protect. Our wildlife, from ants to elephants, sustains our ecosystems and

national heritage.”

The Kenya Wildlife Service hails the ruling as a testament to Kenya's zero-tolerance stance on
wildlife trafficking. This case sends a clear message: Kenya will relentlessly pursue and prosecute
anyone involved in the illegal wildlife trade, regardless of the species involved,’said Traffickers
often underestimate the ecological value of smaller species, but their role in our ecosystems is

irreplaceable.”

The sentencing aligns with Kenya's intensified efforts to combat wildlife trafficking, a crime
threatening biodiversity and fueling transnational organized crime. KWS, in partnership with
international agencies, continues to enhance surveillance at ports of entry and leverage technology
to disrupt trafficking networks.
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Ayele Addis Ambelu (Ethiopia) ;! * 1T OOT AT EOO08 0O *1 001 AUugq
Environmental Risks Amid Misinformation ; Africa News Channel, May

10, 2025.
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ENVIRONNEMENTALES

-
Boris Ngounou (Cameroun) ; « La mer a été vendue » : comment la crise
EAI EAOOENOA bBi OO0OA 1 A0 3i1i CAI AEO OAOO

Environnementales, 13 mai 2025.
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Tag: Union Européenne.
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https://environnementales.com/2025/05/13/la-mer-a-ete-vendue-comment-la-crise-halieutique-pousse-les-senegalais-vers-lexil-mortel/
https://environnementales.com/2025/05/13/la-mer-a-ete-vendue-comment-la-crise-halieutique-pousse-les-senegalais-vers-lexil-mortel/
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CHANNELS

Ayoola Kassim (Nigeria) ; A Review Of Nigeria's 21-Year Electricity

Reform Plan; Earthfile, Channels TV, May 13, 2025.
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Edem Dadzie (Togo) N * OOOEAA Al Ei AOGENOA d , AT AAI

juridique panafricaine ; Le Papyrus, 13 mai 2025.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyTxBhZY2bA&list=PLl6IvhbhEqwzSz-9TMDcEZEkKW4nJMC69&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyTxBhZY2bA&list=PLl6IvhbhEqwzSz-9TMDcEZEkKW4nJMC69&index=3
https://lepapyrus.tg/justice-climatique-lancement-dune-action-juridique-panafricaine/
https://lepapyrus.tg/justice-climatique-lancement-dune-action-juridique-panafricaine/
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Le Papyrus

Edem Dadzie (Togo) ; Lien changement climatique -grossesse dans une
analyse exclusive ; Le Papyrus, 14 mai 2025.
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Seychelles

NATION
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Formation ‘reglonale axée sur le changement

pays dlﬂrnnh = Comores, Djibouti. Madagascar, Maurice

ef bes S - participent i une
égianale axée sur le ch imatique et I
désinformation,

Cette formation, qui se déroule du 13 au 15 mai 2025 au sizge
lu Medsa Trust & Port-Louis, Maurice, est oeganasée en collabora.
tion avec I'UNESCO, Afnca 1, la Commission de 1'Océan Indien
de Maurice. Elie réunit des journalistes el peofes
siannels de 15 méduas issus des Petits Etats insuliires en dévelop-
pement (PEID) et des pays les moms avancés (PMA) de la région
de I"Afrigoe de I'Es

65% des participants sont des femmes, ce gui souligne l repré

et I'Universi

sentativisé féminine croissante dans le secteur des médias dans la
région.

L2 cérémome d'ouverture s'est tene en présence du ministre
mauriciken des Techoologies de information, de & communica:
tiom et de Uisnovation, Dr Avinash Ramtohal, de la conseilléne
régioeale pour b commumication e 'informution pour I'Afrique
# 'UNESQO, Mme Misako Ho, amsi que d"sutres personnalilés.

Cette formation "inscrit dasws le cadre de Pnitiative mondiale
pour Umiégré de infoomation sur le changement ¢l
lancée Je 19 novembre 2024 par bes Nutions Unies, I'UNESCO et
le gouvernement bedsilien. Elle vise & soutenir Jes camy
communication sur ke climat, i cootrer k désinformatio
farcer Vintégrté des envirvemements infoemationnels i 1'échelle

mandiale

Lors de sca intervention, Je ministre Ramicbul o mis en
garde contre les dimgers de la désmformation, notamment
ntexte des urgences climitiques - « Lomfarmation est
désormais 3 portée de main price & bavincée des technologies
Mass Ja rupidité et le volume de données daffusées rendemt diffcile
Iidentification des sources fables ».

1l a souligné l'importance de sysizmes réactifs en cas de ca
tastrophes naturelles @ o Les actioes doivent &re entreprises
rapidement. e b population doit étre informée sans déli pour
pouvoir smiver des vies »

nplur.||| les effets néfastes des fassses infarmations, il a &é
Elles ont un réel impact sur notre société et sur notre  pass. .. Trouver oet &quilibee est un

duns e

itable dé

11 & poursuivi que « Iobjectif pencipal d'Africa2] est de promauyoir le

maniére de consomemer |information ». Concernant I'inselligence artificielle, il a ..Jmm- que « I'IA peut étre une aide peécicuse  développement durable en Afrique. Depuis plusiours années, nous travaillons
1= égal exprimé soa inguiétude quant aux & pour I'bumanité, mais elle peut anss ére utilisée 3 mauvais escient » i renfoecer les compétences des joamalistes africains sur les questions clima
yehologiques de la désinf sur ks jeumes @ « Nous M. Mégnon Didier Béboda, expert d'/ . a expliqué la pontée régionale de la for nous Svons constited un réveau solide de journalistes spé
devoms &tre attentifs & environnement mformatioens] que nous  mation.
eréons pour les générations futunes ». « Nows avans réuni cing pays de I'Afrique de I'Est - Comores, Dbouti, Madagascar, Des ateliers et sémindires soet régulizrement ceganisés pour permettre aux
Le ministre a égulement évoqué l difficulsé de cancibier liberté. Maurice et Seychelles - qui partagent des problématiques climatiques similsires. Les ) listes d'apy dir leurs i d'enguiter davimtage sur les
dexpression et droit & Ia vie privée jourmalistes sont des vecteurs essentsels pour relayer les informations liées au climat, un  enjeux clamatiques.
« 1l existe une ligne de dénmrcation que certains ne respectent  enjeu crucial dans a lutte coatre Je changement clmatique ». Julien Chambolle, secrétaine 1 d" Africa2 ], 2 ajouté gue « nous ne for

moas pas sewk bes i i aux enjeux essenticls. nows leur offrons
aussi un accds 3 Iécosystéme international, notamment & Gengve, o se né
gocient des normes et des décisians qui ont un impact coacret s la vie des
citoyens o

3 Julien Chambolle, le succés d une telle formation se mesure i la fois
penxlnt ot aprés atelier.
actifs dins Jes échunges,
qu'ils créemt des Bens, qu'dls partagent leurs expériences et coanaissances,
qu’ils collabarent siar Je loag terme

l).s Jors que tous les partacipants sont présents et
st déj un scces. Mais notre objectif est aussi

A Tissue de chaque formation. Africa2l invite les partscipants 3 soumettre
des anticles de presse, reportages mdso ou autres peoductions médiatiues,

» Cela nows permet de mesurer |'impact réel de L formation et do voir 51 les

coanaissamoes aoquises sont bien iméprdes et mises en weavre. Nous suivons

également Jeur engagement dans ke temps i travers notre programme d'ac
compagnement

Deux particapants des Seychelles participent 3 cette formation : Jade Landry,
cixlre supéricur en gestion des msqué i la Division de la gestion des risques
de catustraphes, ya Gappy journaliste su quotidien Sevchelles NATION.

Photo de famliile des Invitées et participants (Photo : Brahms Mahadia) Vidya Gappy de I'lle Maurice
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Wallace Mawire (Zimbabwe) ; Africa Hard Hit By Extreme Weather and

Climate Change Impacts ; Pan African Visions, May 15, 2025.
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Gliardian

; From peel to power : communities
; The Guardian, May 16,

Beatrice Philemon (Tanzania)
cultivate clean energy from farm byproducts
2025.
¢!

h Lt/ /] @

By Correspondent Beatrice
Philemon

In Tanzania, communities
are transforming farm and
household waste into clean
energy, lackling both defor-
estation and climate change.
Banana and mangn pecls,
animal droppings. and fall-
en leaves—once discarded
are now being hamessed to
produce biogas, providing
a sustainable aliernative o
firewood and charcoal.

This grassroots move-
ment offers economic relief
amd environmental protec-
tion, particularly for rural
and peri-urban families who
struggle with expensive and
polluting fuels.

Organizations like Green-
Faith and Women Action
Towards Economic Devel-
opment (WATED) are at the
forefront, offering training
amd respurces o empower
communities with biogas
technology.

Baraka Machumu, Green-
Faiths Project Communica-
tion Officer. explains how
women across  Tanzania
are leaming (o COMSIruct
and maintain simple biogas
digesters. These sysiems
COMVET Organic waste into
clean-buming fuel. easing
household energy costs and
reducing environmenial
degradation.

To date, 246 women from
regions such as Lindi 1faka-
ra, Mvomero, Muheza, and
Miuranga have received this
vital training. The Hadithi
Zetu Women and Girls for
Emvironment and Climate
Resilience project, funded
by the Womens Interna-
tional Peace Centre (WIPC)
from 2024 to 2025, supports
this initiative, providing free
training and ongoing men-
torship.

The program's ripple ef
fect is evident. Women are

not only adopting biogas but
are also producing alterna-
tive charcoal from banana
peels, sugarcane husks, co-
conui shells, and charcoal
dust. This cdeaner-burming
fuel mitigates  deforesta-
tion and offers a low-cost,
smoke-free  alternative for
cooking.

Additionally, women are
building improved cook-
stoves and diversifying in-
comes through poultry and
vegetable farming, enhanc-
ing food security and eco-
nomic resilience.

In  MEkuranga District,
Stella Wasire of the Chang-
anyikeni New Environment
‘Women Group recounts the
program’s impact. ~Before
this training. we didn't know
waste like potato peelings
or sugarcane husks could
become fuel” she says
“Now, we make alterna-
tive charcoal, reducing our

]
‘Women in Mkuranga district receive training on how to use potato
coconut shells, and charcoal dust o make akemative charcoal as source of cooking energy
from Baraka Machumu, the Project Communication Officer, at the Dar es Salaam- based
GreenFaith . Photo: Guardian Comespondent

FROM PEEL TO POWER:
Communities cultivate clean

energy from farm byproducts

cooking costs and improv-
ing air quality in our homes.
Irs cleaner, produces less
smoke, and keeps our hands
clean.”

Her group collects organic
waste, processes il into char-
coal, and shares it among
members. While production
is still small-scale. they plan
to sell surplus charcoal in
local markets, ming en-

vironmental conservation
into a livelihood opportu-
nity.

The initiative addresses
more than energy needs.
In regions like [fakara and
Muheza, women tradition-
ally walk 10-12 kilometers 1o
collect firewood. consuming
time and exposing them o
safety risks. By switching to
biogas and alternative char-
coal, they reclaim time for
farming. trading. and educa-
tion.

“We're not just solvingan

environmental issue; we're
giving women the freedom
0 pUrsue ecomomic ac-
tivities,” says Wolflam Kiri,

ATELNs project assistant.

Climate change has
heightened the urgency of
these solutions. Tamzania
has wimessed devastai-
ing floods in recent years,
destroying crops, homes,
and infrastructure. These
ETassroots  projects  offer
practical, locally-sourced
responses to such chal
lenges, fostering resilience
through renewable energy
and sustainable agricul-
re.

Surveys conducted by WA-
TED and Green Conservers
before project implemen-
tation  highlighted  critical
knowledge gaps. particu-
larly in regions like Lindi
Mamy community members
viewed renewable energy as
expensive and inaccessible,

ings. sugarcane husks,

The surveys recommended
targeted interventions that
align with local incomes and
TESOUNCes, eNsUring sust:in-
able adoption.

Deforestation  remains a
pressing  concern.  Accord-
ing to the Tanzanmia For-
est  Conservation  Group
(TFCG), over 469000 hec-
tares of forest are lost an-
nually, largely due to slash-
and-burn  agriculiure  and
charcoal production.

Alarmingly, 80 percent
of Tamzanias village forest
lands lack legal protection,
making them vulnerable
to exploitation. The FAOs
Global Forest  Resources
Assessment (20200 echoes
this. reporting a global loss
of 10 million hectares of for-
est each year, exacerbating
climate change by releasing
stored carbon and diminish-
ing carbon sinks.

The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) underscores the link
between human activities
fossil fuel use and defor-
estation-and global warm-
ing. The consequences are
already visible in extreme
weather events, disrupted
ecosystems, and threats o
food security.

Against this backdrop,
community-led  initiatives
like those by GreenFaith
and WATED provide a
beacon of hope. By torm-
ing waste into energy and
income, these projects not
only reduce reliance on
firewood and charcoal but
also address methane emis-
sions from landfills and for-
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est degradation. The estab-
lishment of 25 community
ETOUPS ENZETING in income-
generating and conserva
tion activities reflects the
scalability and impact of
these interventions.
Moreover, innovative
farming methods, such as
using plastic bottles and
sacks for vegetable garden-
ing have emerged from
these trainings. These prac-
tices offer food security so-
lutions in the face of erratic
rainfall and reduce the need
for land-clearing agricul-

ture.

As the movement Zrows,
the focus remains on em-
powering local communi
ties with practical skills and
knowledge. By equipping
women with tools for clean
energy production, these
initiatives foster economic
independence, EMYiroT-
mental stewardship, and
COmMuNity resilience.

Stella Wasire's story exem-
plifies this transformation:
from collecting  firewood
o producing clean energy,
from waste disposal to en

vironmental enirepreneur-
ship. “We aim to expand and
sell our alternative charcoal
improving livelihoods and
conserving our forests,” she
says with optimism.

The success of these pro-
jects demonstrates that sus-
tainable solutions to climate
change can be rooted in lo-
cal action. By leveraging or-
ganic waste and community
collaboration.  Tamzanias
path to clean energy and
climate resilience i not just
possible—its already under-
way.
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Christopher Bandana (Uganda) ; Report roots for behaviour change for

a sustainable world ; Monitor, May 18, 2025.
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Co-existence and not control of nature, managing the environment as a
future benefit and not only a current one, and managing it as a
community and not as individuals, are some of the recommendations
by the United Nations University - Institute for Environment and
Human Security (UNU-EHS). The 2025 Interconnected Disaster Risks
report, Turning Over a New Leat, released in April, blames human'’s love
for fossil fuels to run combustion engines for much of the current
environmental challenges.

This love has been growing since the advent of the Industrial Revolution,
and oil-producing countries and powerful oil companies have fought
efforts to limit the extraction of the fuels. Fossil fuels emit carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases that are blamed for climate change,
which has intensified in the recent past with ravaging floods, drought,
and high temperatures. The effects of climate change are seen in food
shortages, waterborne diseases, disruption of communication lines, and
economic activities at levels never seen before.

This has affected poor countries like Uganda which have limited
technologies and resources to respond to the emergency. The report
states that societies must analyse and address the root causes of
flooding, drought, deforestation, and increase in temperatures, rather
than undertaking activities like suspended roads to solve the problem of
flooding. “Many of the actions we take, as well-intentioned as they are,
will not work as long as there is a whole system working against us. We
need to go deeper - envision the world that we want to live in and
change the structures to match that vision,” says Caitlyn Eberle, a
researcher and lead author of the report. Key questions from Uganda
would be: What is causing drought in Katakwi district and flooding in
Kampala city? Why is the air in Kampala polluted? Science tells us that
the drought is caused by deforestation for small and large-scale
agriculture. Flooding is also caused the clearing of wetlands which act as
storm water sponges while old vehicles with poor emission systems
have significantly contributed to the poor air quality in Kampala City.
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Theory of Deep Change

The report emphasises the idea of mindset change and designing
solutions (Theory of Deep Change). The Theory of Deep Change
(ToDC) interrogates the root causes of global problems and identifies
structures and assumptions in society that allow them to persist. The
report authors use the analogy of a tree where bad fruits are a result of
bad roots. Therefore, to solve the problem, one has to fix the roots. Some
of today’s solutions are surface-level fixes . To create sustainable and
lasting change, we need to question the societal structures and mindsets
that perpetuate these challenges. "Society is at a crossroads. For years,
scientists have warned us about the damage we are doing to our planet
and how to stop it. But we are not taking meaningful actions. We know
climate change is worsening, yet fossil fuel consumption keeps hitting
record highs,” says says Shen Xiaomeng, the director of UNU-EHS. He
adds that the world already has a waste crisis yet household waste is
projected to double by 2050, “Time and again, we see the danger ahead
yet keep moving towards it. In many cases, we see the abyss, we know
how to turn around, and yet we confidently keep walking towards it.
Why?" he asks.

The scientists highlight two ways change can be achieved. First, on the
inner levers - where we can change the current assumptions or our
systems; including mindset change that gives people options for doing
things. Secondly, on the outer lever - where new goals are turned into
practical structures to produce more positive outcomes. These may
relate to changes in policy, institutions, or education. The report
highlights five areas where deep systemic changes are urgently needed.
First, we need to rethink waste - from trash to treasure. It advocates for a
circular economy where durability, repair, and reuse are key concepts.
For instance, Kamikatsu town in Japan embraced circular strategies that
include compositing, upcycling, and waste separation. This is a new
world for Kampala City where the concept of prudent waste disposal
like the separation of waste is akin to rocket science. Ordinary wanachi
have failed to pick up the concept of kavera re-use, and usually dump
waste in water drainages during downpours.
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